
1 Energy Way, Bloomington, IL  61705  |  Phone 309-662-5330 or 800-879-0339  | Fax 309-663-4516  |  cornbeltenergy.com

POWERING THE LIVES OF CO-OP MEMBERS FOR OVER 75 YEARS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact:
Hillary Cherry, Director of Communications

309-664-9250 | hillary.cherry@cornbeltenergy.com

BLOOMINGTON, IL — Thursday, August 6, 2015— At the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
annual meeting in Springfield on July 31, U.S. Representative Rodney Davis (R-Taylorville, 13th 
Congressional District) received the 2015 Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ Public Service Award. The 
award was made in recognition of U.S. Rep. Davis’ dedicated public service to all citizens of the state of 
Illinois and for outstanding contributions to the rural electrification program.

  
U.S. Rep. Davis has been a strong advocate for Illinois electric cooperatives and their rural member-
owners on a wide variety of rural issues, including: supporting the RUS electric loan program, 
supporting legislation which allows the continued use of large water heaters in demand response peak 
shaving programs, and sponsoring legislation to bring fairness to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) disaster assistance program.

 
“Congressman Davis’ support of issues important to not-for-profit electric cooperatives, and our rural 
member-owners, has been greatly appreciated,” said Don Taylor, president/CEO of Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation in Bloomington. Taylor pointed out that U.S. Rep. Davis has been an electric cooperative 
member. “Having been a member of an electric cooperative, he understands and is supportive of the 
cooperative business model. We appreciate his championing issues important to rural Illinois, as well 
as his core values, his honesty and his friendship.”

 
U.S. Rep. Davis, who received electric service from Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative for many 
years, thanked several of the co-op directors at the meeting for their leadership on many rural issues 
besides rural electric cooperative issues.

 
He said, “Growing up in a small town you learn there are many challenges we face in rural America. 
We all have the same goal. When you make your communities better it makes the state better, it 
makes our nation better. The decisions you make in your cooperatives every day are going to be 
felt by generations beyond. These decisions are not about us. They are about our children and our 
grandchildren, whose opportunities can only be limited by their imagination. That is what public 
service is all about. That is why I’m so honored to receive this award.”
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About Corn Belt Energy
Started in 1938 to bring electricity to rural Central Illinois, Corn Belt Energy Corporation now 
distributes electricity to over 35,000 households and businesses throughout 18 counties. One of the 
largest cooperatives in Illinois, Corn Belt Energy employs 85 people, maintains over 5,000 miles of line, 
and distributes electricity from the Wabash Valley Power Association, a generation and transmission 
cooperative based in Indiana. As a not-for-profit energy cooperative, Corn Belt Energy is owned by the 
members it serves and is committed to providing reliable, affordable energy. Governed by 13 directors 
who are themselves residential members, Corn Belt also supports energy efficiency, education, and 
safety initiatives. Learn more at www.cornbeltenergy.com.  
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Photo Cutline:
Among those presenting the Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ Public Service Award to Rep. Rodney Davis, 
center, were (left-right): Jesse Slager, Hopedale; Albert Hagenbuch, Utica; Denise Mayes, Bloomington; 
Charles Meisenheimer, Walnut; Janice Reimer, Carlock; Robert Whitwood, Jr., Hudson; Rae Payne, 
Bloomington; Dennis Fredrickson, Victoria; Jerry Starkey, Le Roy; and Gary Archey, Clinton.  


