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Over 1,400 cooperative members 
and their families attended Corn Belt 
Energy Corporation’s 79th Annual 
Meeting, which was held at Central 
Catholic High School in Bloomington 
on the afternoon of Friday, June 16.  
The theme for the meeting was “Solid 
foundation. Solid values. Solid future.” 
Attendees enjoyed complimentary 
lunch, music from the Bloomington-
Normal Community Concert Band 
Windsong and Sunshine Bells 
ensembles, educational workshops, 
bucket truck rides, and several free 
activities for children.

During the business meeting, Board 
Chairman Rae F. Payne remarked 
on how prudent fiscal responsibility 
affords Corn Belt Energy the ability 
to do many things like reinvest in 
its infrastructure and maintenance 
program to improve reliability. It also 
allows Corn Belt Energy to do capital 
credit retirements. Capital credits are 
periodically returned to members 
as the financial condition of the 
Cooperative allows. It was formally 
announced that $9 million will be 
disbursed to members as retired 
capital credits starting in August. 
Nearly $40 million has been disbursed 
to members since the Cooperative 
was formed in 1938.  

Corn Belt President/CEO Don Taylor, 
informed the group of the continued 
focus on providing reliable power to 
our members by highlighting work 
plan projects and ongoing vegetation 

management programs. In addition, 
he interviewed two employees that 
recently spent three weeks working 
in Bolivia with Cooperativa Rural de 
Electrificación (CRE), the Bolivian 

electric cooperative, bringing electricity 
to small villages that compare in size 
to one of our local subdivisions. Bret 
Richards, Corn Belt Energy Construction 
Foreman, and Tim Baker, Corn Belt 
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY REBATES
Find energy efficient rebates and incentives that may apply to your home, business, farm or school.  
The Corn Belt Energy rebate programs include: lighting, HVAC, geothermal, heat pump water heaters,  
as well as commercial and industrial.  

Learn more about the rebates offered by Corn Belt Energy at  
www.powermoves.com or by calling us at 800-879-0339.  

Lydia Widener of Normal, Ill., and 
Makayla Morales of Toulon, Ill., 
represented Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation in Washington, D.C., 
during the annual “Youth to 
Washington” Tour, June 9-16. This 
event, sponsored by the electric 
and telephone cooperatives of 
Illinois since the late 1950s, is an 
introduction to our democratic form 
of government and cooperatives for 
rural youth.

The students met with U.S. Senator 
Dick Durbin and were among 69 rural 
Illinois youth leaders selected for 
the trip. The Illinois students joined 
more than 1,730 young leaders 
from across the country, a record 
high for the “Youth to Washington” 
Tour. In addition to the Capitol, 
they also visited Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Washington National 
Cathedral, several Smithsonian 
Museums, the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, the World War II 
Memorial, memorials to Presidents 
Lincoln, Jefferson, Washington and 
Roosevelt, the National Archives, 
the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, 
the Newseum, and several other 
historical sites.

Sophomores and juniors in high 
schools that are within the Corn Belt 
Energy service area are eligible to 
apply for this annual program. To 
learn more visit  

Local Students attend 2017 Youth to Washington Tour
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Energy Area Serviceman, worked 
with 10 other linemen from Illinois 
electric cooperatives to construct an 
electric distribution system supplying 
villages, schools and households. The 
trip was part of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association’s 
International Program, organized 
by the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

The following Directors were elected 
to serve three-year terms: Rae F. 
Payne of Bloomington (District 1), 
Jerry Starkey of Le Roy (District 1), 
Dennis Fredrickson of Victoria (District 
6), and Albert Hagenbuch of Utica 
(District 8). 

After the meeting, the Directors 
organized and re-elected Rae F. Payne 
as Chairman, Charles Meisenheimer 
as Vice Chairman, Albert Hagenbuch 
as Secretary Treasurer, and Janice 
Reimer as Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer.
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Thank you to all who attended the 2017 Corn Belt Energy Annual Meeting. Below are 
a few photos from the event. Please visit our Facebook page for more 2017 Annual 
Meeting photos.

Pictured above from left to right: Jerry Starkey of Le Roy (District 1), Rae F. Payne of 
Bloomington (District 1), Albert Hagenbuch of Utica (District 8), and Dennis Fredrickson 
of Victoria (District 6).

www.cornbeltenergy.com.
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CONTACT US
1-800-879-0339  |  cbec@cornbeltenergy.com  |  www.cornbeltenergy.com  |

1 Energy Way, Bloomington IL  61705  |  Office hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM

 

Trees may seem harmless on a 
calm, sunny day, but wind and other 
weather can cause those same 
beautiful trees to threaten your 
electric supply.

At Corn Belt Energy, we are 
committed to providing our 
members with reliable power. There 
are some things we can’t stop such 
as high winds, ice storms, tornados, 
etc., but do take proactive measures 
to prevent other outage causes. 

As you can probably guess, 
weather-related events cause 
the majority of power outages 
for Corn Belt Energy. Vegetation 
such as trees, shrubs and brush 
growing close to power lines and 
distribution equipment can also 

Providing safety and reliability through our vegetation 
management program

cause interruption of service for our 
members. 

In order to reduce potential tree-
related problems, Corn Belt Energy 
operates an aggressive vegetation 
management program. Our line crews 
look for foliage growing under lines, 
overhanging branches, leaning or 
other types of trees that could pull 
down a power line if they fall, and 
trees that could grow into lines. It’s 
a job that’s never done. By the time 
crews finish trimming along our 5,002 
miles of distribution lines, vegetation 
has started to grow back at the 
starting point. 

We need your help in working to 
keep a safe, reliable, and affordable 
supply of power flowing to your 

home or business. Let us know if you 
notice trees or branches that might 
pose a risk to our power lines. Even 
more important, before planting 
trees in your yard, think about how 
tall they may grow and how wide 
their branches may spread.  As a rule 
of thumb, 25 feet of ground-to-sky 
clearance should be available on 
each side of our utility poles to give 
power lines plenty of space. Choose 
tree varieties with care and plant with 
power lines in mind.

We appreciate your help as we work 
together to keep electricity reliable. 
To report trees you think may pose a 
problem, please call us at  
800-879-0339 or email us at  
cbec@cornbeltenergy.com.


